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AN AMERICAN TASTE 
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FIGURE 1. W ILLIAM McGREGOR PAXTON, GIRL KNITTING, 1919, OI L ON CANVAS, SAA-GIFT OF BEATRICE D. ROHMAN. 

FIGURE 6. THOMAS CRAWFORD, TRUANTS (THE BIRO'S NEST), 1856, MARBLE, 
SAA-GIFT OF MRS. CARL P. ROHMAN. 
that artist The Rohmans have continued to build this institution's 
holdings of nineteenth- and twentieth-century sculpture by 
donating pieces by Malvina Hoffman and Edward Thaxter, but 
perhaps their most visible contribution was to the acquisition 
of Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen's monumental 
outdoor sculpture Torn Notebook (fig . 7), a work that has become 
synonymous with the University of Nebraska since its unveiling 
and, appropriately, greets all visitors to the campus and the city. 
The artworks on display here and in Poetical Fire are but a small 
fraction of the more than one hundred objects that the Rohmans 
have contributed over the last forty years. The collection 
that bears their name is a testament to their astute eye and 
discriminating tastes, as well as to their generous philanthropy. 
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FIGURE 7. CLAES OLDENBURG 
AND COOSJE VAN BRUGGEN, 
TORN NOTEBOOK, 1992, 
FABRICATED 1996, UNL-OLGA 
N. SHELDON ACQUISITION 
TRUST AND FRIENDS OF 
THE SHELDON MEMORIAL 
ART GALLERY (ALIANT 
COMMUNICATIONS; BAHR, 
VERMEER AND HAECKER 
ARCHITECTS; KAREN AND 
ROBERT DUNCAN, DUNCAN 
FOUNDATION; M E. AND 
HAROLD GIFFORD; CAROLE 
ANNE AND ROGER D. SACK; 
ANN AND FRANK SIDLES IN 
MEMORY OF PHIL L. SIDLES 
AND HAROLD P. STEBBINS; 
PAULA AND DURWARD 
VARNER; SALLY AND JACK 
CAMPBELL; PAT AND BILL 
LUNDAK; CHARLENE AND BILL 
MILLER, ANHEUSER-BUSCH 
FOUNDATION; JANE AND 
CARL ROHMAN; JUNE AND 
PAUL SCHORR, III; SECURITY 
FEDERAL; MARGARET AND 
J. S. BERRY; MARIA R. AND 
DONALD M . COX; MR. AND 
MRS. J. TAYLOR GREER; 
MARY AND CLIFF HILLEGASS; 
KAREN AND JOHN JANOVY; 
RUTH A. AND MARTIN A. 
MASSENGALE; NEBRASKA 
BOOKSTORE; ANNETIE AND 
PAUL SMITH; KATHERINE C. 
AND ELWOOD N. THOMSON, 
THE MILL, DALE NORDYKEI. 
